. what I knew I could do and not to. hve in
~hope, only to be disappointed or to find that
_ the reality did not live up to my dreams.’
‘ But this is not to suggest that Joe, beneath a
_ wry and at times cynical view of life, was
merely some sort of unfeeling clu'nbmg ma-
_ chine, driving himself coldly up ever harder
~ and higher mountains. His upbringing in a large
_ close-knit family in the North East, and his
_training for the priesthood, gave him a devasta-
_ ting honesty and lack of regard for any form of
_ pretentiousness. This was combined with a
. ve determination to overcome the prac-
 tical problems of organising his life, whether
_ on mountains, in business, writing books and
_ more recently making films. He had the rare
knack of seeing and understandmg problems,
d once deciding on the best solution, carry-
g it out with the minimum of fuss and max-
imum efficrency At times this could appear
thless to us more wayward mortals. Joe was
_aware of this and intensely conscious of other
peoples feelings and pride, perhaps hiding his
_ own under 2 mask of apparent indifference.
~ This was most in evidence in his tortuous
relationship with Pete, which to the outside
_ seemed nothing so much as an old married
__couple, eternally nagging and nit-picking. Joe
 had profound respect for Pete’s ability as a
climber and a writer. He paid him and his
~ other close friends the compliment of being as
- cntlca] with them as he was with himself.
. He has left us at least with something to
- look forward to — a second book dealing with
his early climbs and expeditions up to his
cond K2 trip, and also the film he shoton
Everest. On Kongur he displayed a quite in-
credible perseverance in filming right to the
summit, a film that was finished just before
is death. These will, if nothing else, become
ders of the man and r.he mountamecr we
wi miss so much. .

 Jim Curvan

Stockport Grammar School and was active in

the Scouts. He went on to Nottingham Univers-
ity and graduated with second class honours in

English. This despite an active climbing career
~ which culminated in his Presidency of the

University chmbmg club and his first expe-
dition. A Dip.Ed. in English and Sutdoor

- Pursuits from Bangor University completed his
formal education and led to a job at Glenmore

Lodge. Subsequently he was appointed

National Officer of the BMC and remained

there until 1978 when he was offered the

_ directorship of the International School of
_ Mountaineering at Leysin.

To all these things, as well as to his climb-

_ ing, Peter brought with him considerable

dedication and commitment. This attitude was
supplemented by a keen interest in people and

his environment and he was an outstanding

diplomat. It was typical of Peter that whilst
studying at Bangor he started to learn Welsh.
Whilst instructing he obtained his Guides
Certificate. One of his greatest strengths at
the BMC was in building bridges between
various groups and it was largely due to his

_efforts that the Association of British Moun-

tain Guides finally secured recognition and
obtained membership of the Union Inter-

_nationale des Guides de Montagne. It wasa
long process, only completed in 1978, by which

time Peter had been elected Presxdent of the

~ ABMG.

_ His speed and confidence in the Alps was

formidable: he reached the summit of the
 Grand Capucin by 1.30 pm from a bivouac on
 Col Midi. An inner steel was forged during
_severe storms on the Gervasutti Pillar and the
- Drus, though this was often masked by 2

vague, almost soft exterior. He preferrcd to

leave practical tasks to others and at that time
it was advantageous to pack his sack for him to
_ secure an early start. Fresh from the Matter-

horn north face in 1971 we attempted the

~north east spur of the Droites in bad con-

Pete Boardman (1950-82)

Had Peter been writing this he would have

thought of something original but the phrase is

particularly apt to describe his life and achieve-
_ments. Perhaps it would have amused him for

Deoember 1950 (2 fact‘né‘ doubt unconnected
th hi extraordmary talents) into a close-
amily in Bramhall, Cheshire. The strongest
_ ence in his early life was his mother who
fostered Peter s love of hteramre and in later

 ditions and were benighted without a bivouac

site. I sat on a rock and Peter sat on me as

snow fell steadily through the night. A long
__and difficult retreat ensued during which we
_joined forces with another team who had been

independently following us on the climb:
Dick Renshaw and Joe Tasker. In all he
climbed scores of Alpine routes including five

first British ascents.

On the Matterhorn we concelvcd the xdea of
the Nottingham University Hindu Kush Ex-
pedition. Travelling light we made 12 new [
ascents of which two stand out. The north

face of Koh-i-Khaaik was to be a training
_climb for Koh-i-Mondi, the main target of the
. expedmon but it provided the hardest climb-
 ing either of us had ever experienced and took
_ three times as long as we planned. With retreat
_ cut off, no food and insufficient equipment, we
| succeeded due only to a combination of luck

and Peter’s skills. The subsequent ascent of
Mondi proved classic despite injury to Peter
high up which later led to him crawling down

_ the glacier to await rescue in a more hospitable

environment.
A number of short trips followed -
Alaska, the Caucasus and to the Polish High

Tatras in Wmter - before Peter was invited to

join the 1975 Everest South West face expe-

dition. He was the youngest member of the
_team but his strength and commitment to the
 team effort won him a place in the second

summit party. The disappearance of Mick

Burke overshadowed Peter’s triumph but hi

_ descent to Camp 6 from the south summit
_ with Pertemba was an outstanding piece of
, mountaineering. He later referred to the mp as
‘one of the last great imperial experiences’ but

it left him curiously dissatisfied. .
_ The following year he went to Changabang
w:th }oe Tasker Thexr asecnt f the

chieved in the Himalaya. It pur’xfzeé Pei f
oul and enabled him to regain the perspective

_ lost on Everest. Peter’s literary powers had
_ already been tested in 2 number of magazine
_ articles, production of the Hindu Kush ex-

edition report and in contributing a chapter

_ to ‘Everest the Hard Way’. They reached

_ maturity with his first book “The Shmmg

- Mountain’ which won him a literary prizje,insr .
_ insight and perception of himself and his com-
_ panion and their relationship with each other

_ and the mountain provide qualities rarely
maichcd in mountaineering literature.

_ Changabang proved to be the first stepona

, ta der of new fulfilment. Peter met Hilary

ins and they went to East Afnca together

chmbmg Kilimanjaro and two routes on Mount
~ Kenya including the Diamond Couloir. At ISM

he found new mspxratmn in guiding others

_ among the mountains. Hilary was now living

nearby and they planned to visit New Guinea.
They made two new major ascents and their

_ relationship deepened. Successes on Kanchen-
_ junga, Gauri Sankar and Kongur were mixed

with disaster and dlsappolntments on K2.

_ Peter’s mountaineering triumphs were often
__haunted by tragedy but his mamage to Hﬂary
_ brought happiness and growth.

~ And s0 to the final tragedy. The disappear-
ince of Peter and Joe Tasker high on the east

_ north east ridge of Everest has been well

~ documented elsewhere. The circumstanc

~ made it inevitable that the incident woul
compared with the dlsappearance

~ and Irving. Less well known is the fascmauon
~ which Everest and the northern approach in

 particular had held for Peter for many years. It
s after all the ultimate romance for a British
climber.

_ Shortly before he left for Everest Peter had

compieted the text of his second book. ‘Sacred

ummits’ must now be his memorial, but for
easons as well it is a very specia
here is no doubt that Peter could hav

succumbed to commercial temptation and

oduced a book after any of his recent ex-
itions. His climbing reputation and the

_success of ‘The Shining Mountain’ would have

_ ensured good sales. Instead he remained true to
_ his own standards and ideals and to the moun-
_ tains themselves. Peter’s approach was that of
~ the lover not the rapist. The book was

rearly
three years in the writing and was based on t
‘most eventfui months of hlS hfe~ those whe

_ Peter’s relationship with the mountains.

~ Peter Boardman was without doubt one o

the greatest mountaineers this country has

horizons. Shozt!y before he dxed Peter
wrote the words which H:lary has ch en f
1s epitaph: ‘
 ‘Strangely enougb it is not all hard be
on the brink of our adventure. Now I
,bzwe 7o need to wander to read ed

fne'w, eoeﬁnbre dazzling dayligh
# Perhaps the greatest tribute to Peter is hi:
umque abxhty to form fnendshxp :
f deole i




